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© Method and apparatus for vapor deposition of diamond. 
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© A method for vapor deposition of diamond by: 

effecting an arc discharge while feeding a discharge gas (3) between an anode (1) and a cathode (2) of a 
thermal plasma chemical vapor deposition device: 

radicalizing a gaseous carbon compound (4) by feeding the gaseous carbon compound to a generated 
^ plasma jet (6); and 

permitting said radicalized plasma jet (6) to impinge on a substrate (7) to be treated, whereby a film of 
diamond is formed on said substrate. , 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR VAPOR DEPOSITION OF DIAMOND 



The present invention relates to a method and apparatus for vapor deposition of diamond. 

Diamond is an allotropy of carbon (C), exhibits a diamond structure, has a high Mohs hardness of 10, 
5 and has a superior thermal conductivity of 2000 W/mk, compared with other materials. 

Also known is a diamond-like carbon which is an allotropy of the same element, and is transparent and 
insulative, although amorphous, and this product also exhibits a high thermal conductivity and hardness 2 
although less than that of diamond. These factors enable use of this material in various ways. 

More specifically, this material has attracted attention as a substrate material for mounting a semicon- 
10 ductor integrated circuit by utilizing the high thermal conductivity thereof, and as a coating for tools by H 
utilizing the high hardness thereof. Also, diamond-like carbon is presently used as a vibrating plate for a 
speaker, when coated on the surface of a titanium (Ti) metal plate. 

Especially, diamond has a thermal conductivity of 2000 W/mk, which corresponds to as much as 4-fold 
that of copper, and yet also has an excellent hardness and insulating property, and therefore, is an ideal 
75 material for a heat sink of a semiconductor element and as the material for a circuit substrate. Also, 
diamond has an excellent light transmitting property over a wide wavelength range, and thus is also an 
excellent optical material. Further, since diamond has a wide band gap of 5.45 eV and is a semiconductor 
with a high carrier mobility, it has attracted attention for use for high performance devices such as a high 
temperature transistor, high speed transistor, etc. 
20 As the vapor phase method of synthesizing diamond or a diamond-like carbon, such methods as 
chemical vapor deposition (CVD method), ion plating, ionized vapor deposition, sputtering, etc., have been 
proposed and investigated. Among, these methods, that showing the highest probable bulk production is the 
CVD method. This method can be classified, in accordance with the method of excitation of a reactive gas. 
into the hot filament CVD method, the microwave plasma CVD method, and the electron assisted CVD 
25 method, etc. 

More specifically, as the method for vapor phase synthesis of diamond with a good quality, there are 
known chemical vapor deposition (CVD methods) such as the hot filament method (S. Matsumoto et ai., 
Japan. J. Appi. Phys. 21(1 981 )L1 83). the microwave plasma CVD method (M. Kamo et al., J. Cryst Growth. 
62(1983)642), the electron assisted CVD method (A. Sawabe et aL. Appl. Phys. Lett. 46(1985)146), etc. 

30 However, according to these preparation methods, the film depositon rate of diamond is as low as 
several unrvh or lower, and although using an inexpensive device and starting materials, the cost is higher 
due to a poor productivity, and therefore, practical application is not yet viable. Also, the high frequency 
thermal plasma CVD method (Society of Applied Physics, Spring Season Lecture, March 1987) has a 
drawback in that the surface is graphitized at a film-thickness of 30 am or more, and thus, although a high 

35 film deposition rate of 1 um.min can be obtained, a thick film cannot be prepared. The thermal plasma 
generated by high frequency has a low flow speed and. therefore, the substrate must be placed in contact 
with the thermal plasma. Accordingly, the temperature of the substrate surface becomes higher, and thus a 
thick film cannot be prepared. Also, since a large volume thermal plasma formation occurs, the flow speed 
of the thermal plasma is low and does not allow a sufficiently high cooling speed of the water-cooled 

40 substrate, whereby a uniform diamond film cannot be obtained. 

* 

Therefore, although there are various deposition methods available, and the deposition of diamond can * 
be realized by each of these methods, the deposition rate of a film with a good quality such that only the 
peak of diamond can be detected according to the Raman spectroscopic method is as slow as 1 unrvh or \ 
less. Also, in the case of a diamond-like carbon, the deposition rate is as slow as about 10 um/h. which 1 
45 poses a problem with respect to bulk production. 

Accordingly, there is a need for a development of a deposition method with a rapid film deposition rate. 

As described above, various methods have been proposed and investigated as a method of deposition 
of a diamond film, but even in the best CVD method, the deposition rate of the diamond is 1 um/h or less, 
and therefore, the development a CVD method with a rapid film deposition rate has yet to be realized, 
so Accordingly, it is desirable to eliminate the above-mentioned disadvantages of the prior art and to 
provide a method and apparatus for a vapor deposition of diamond on a substrate and having a sufficient 
film thickness and good film quality at a high film deposition rate. 

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method for a vapor 
deposition of diamond comprising the steps of: 

effecting an arc discharge while feeding a discharge gas between the anode and the cathode of a 

2 
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thermal plasma chemical vapor deposition device: 

radicalizing a gaseous carbon compound by feeding the gas to a generated plasma jet: and 

permitting the radicalized plasma jet to impinge on a substrate to be treated, whereby a film of diamond 

is formed on the substrate. 

5 In accordance with the present invention, there is also provided a method for a vapor deposition of 
diamond comprising the steps of: 

feeding a gas containing hydrogen and a gaseous carbon compound into a thermal plasma generating 
device having an anode and a cathode; 

radicalizing the gas by a direct current arc discharge between the electrodes: 
10 jetting out the thermal plasma as a plasma jet into a reduced pressure chamber: and 

quenching the plasma jet by permitting the hot yet to impinge on a cooled substrate, whereby diamond 
is deposited on the substrate. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is further provided a method for a vapor deposition of 
diamond comprising the steps of: 

15 effecting an arc discharge by applying a direct current between the inner walls of a plurality of nozzles 
opened in an enclosed body forming an electrode of one polarity and a plurality of electrodes of the other 
polarity opposed thereto, thereby radicalizing or activating hydrogen and a gas containing a gaseous carbon 
compound to form a thermal plasma; 

jetting the plasma jet into a reduced pressure chamber; 

20 quenching the plasma jet by permitting the hot jet to impinge on a cooled substrate, whereby a diamond 
film is deposited on the substrate. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, there is further provided a plasma jet generating 
device, which is a plasma jet generating device comprising an enclosed body provided with a discharge 
gas feed pipe, a feed pipe for a starting gas or a gas conveying solid particles and a direct current source 

25 and conductive wire, and having a nozzle for jetting plasma jet opened therein, characterized in that a 
plurality of nozzles are opened therein, the inner walls of the respective nozzles forming electrodes having 
the same polarity respectively, and a plurality of electrodes having an opposite polarity are positioned 
internally of the enclosed body so that they are opposed to the inner walls of the respective nozzles. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is further provided a method for a vapor deposition of 

30 diamond comprising the steps of: 

feeding a gas to a thermal plasma generating device in the form of a torch having an anode and a 
cathode; 

radicalizing the gas by direct current arc discharge between electrodes to form a thermal plasma; 
jetting the thermal plasma as a plasma jet through a nozzle at the tip end of the torch; . 
35 blowing a cooling gas into the plasma jet to quench the thermal plasma and form an active non- 

equilibrium plasma containing at least radical products formed by a radicaiization of the carbon compound 
fed to the plasma jet and having a high concentration of radicals; and 

bringing a substrate into contact with the non-equilibrium plasma, whereby a diamond film is deposited 
on the substrate. 

40 In accordance with the present invention, there is further provided a method for a vapor deposition of 
diamond by effecting an arc discharge by a DC plasma torch having a cathode and an anode while feeding 
a discharge gas between the cathode and the anode and irradiating the formed plasma jet onto a substrate 
to be treated to form a film of diamond thereon, which comprises using at least two plasma torches, forming 
a gas with a higher discharge voltage into a plasma in one torch, forming a reactive gaseous carbon 

45 compound with a lower discharge voltage into a plasma in the remaining torch and permitting both plasmas 
to impinge in the form of a jet onto the substrate, thereby forming a diamond film. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is further provided a method for a vapor deposition of 
diamond comprising the steps of: 
using a plurality of plasma torches, 

so permitting a plurality of plasma jets to mutually impinge on each other, and forming a carbon source into 
a plasma in those plasma jets to form diamond. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is further provided a method for a vapor deposition of 
diamond, comprising the steps of: 

forming a discharge gas by arc discharge and a starting material containing at least a gaseous carbon 
55 compound into plasma; 

jetting the thermal plasma as a plasma jet; and 
quenching the plasma jet to deposit a diamond on a substrate, wherein at least the starting material 
which destabilizes the arc discharge is fed to the center of the initiation end of the plasma jet without 
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passing through the arc discharge portion. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is further provided a hot plasma jet generating device 
comprising an enclosed body provided with a discharge gas introducing pipe, an introducing pipe of a 
starting gas or a gas conveying solid particles and a direct current source and conductive wire and having a 
5 nozzle for jetting a hot plasma jet opened, characterised in that a plural number of nozzles are opened 
therein, the inner walls of the respective nozzles form electrodes of the same polarity respectively, and a 
plural number of electrodes having the other polarity are positioned internally of the enclosed body so as to 
be opposed to the inner walls of the respective nozzles. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is provided a method for vapor deposition of diamond. 
w comprising the steps of: 

using a plural number of plasma torches. 

permitting a plural number of hot plasma jets to mutually impinge on each other to form a caoron source 
into plasma in said plasma jets to form diamond. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is further provided a plasma jetting device for forming a 
15 starting gas into hot plasma by arc discharge comprising an external electrode for forming an enclosed 
body, and an internal electrode extending through the external electrode with electrical insulation, said 
external electrode having a discharge gas introducing hole and jetting nozzle opened, said internal electrode 
having the side face of the end portion being approximate to the side face of the end portion being 
approximate to the side face of the jetting nozzle of the external electrode to mutually form an arc discharge 
20 surface, the starting gas introducing hole extending along the center axis of the internal electrode being 
opened at the center of the end surface at the end portion of the internal electrode. 

An embodiment of the present invention may provided a highly efficient method and apparatus for 
uniformly vapor depositing diamond, especially a diamond film having a sufficient thickness and good film 
quality at a high film deposition rate. 
25 Reference will now be made, by way of example, to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates the principle of the thermal plasma CVD method as practiced by the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 schematically illustrates a thermal plasma CVD apparatus for practicing the present 
invention: 

30 Fig. 3 illustrates an embodiment of the thermal plasma vapor phase synthetic method; 

Fig. 4 illustrates another embodiment of the thermal plasma vapor phase synthetic method; 
Fig. 5 is a graph of temperature changes of the dissociation reaction equilibrium constant of a 
hydrogen molecule; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view of a thermal plasma jet generating device of the present invention; 
35 Fig. 7 is a bottom view of the plasma jet generating device of Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is a sectional view of another plasma jet generating device of the present invention; 
Fig. 9 is an illustration of a vapor phase synthetic device utilizing the plasma jet generating device of 
the present invention; 

Fig. 10(a) illustrates the principle of a DC plasma vapor phase synthesis of the present invention, and 
40 Fig. 10(b), Fig. 10(c) are sectional views of a plasma torch; 

Figs. 1 1 (a) and (b) are a drawing and a photograph showing the state of the plasma jet according to 
the DC plasma vapor phase synthesis of an embodiment of the present invention; 

Figs. 12(a) and (b) are a drawing and a photograph showing the state of the plasma jet according to 
the DC plasma vapor phase synthesis of another embodiment of the present invention; 
4 5 F»g. 13 schematically illustrates a formation of diamond on a substrate according to the thermal 

plasma CVD method; 

Fig. 14 schematically illustrates a thermal plasma CVD device used in the practice of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 1 5 illustrates the principle of a plasma jet CVD method of the present invention; 
so Fig. 16 is an overall view of a device used for the practice of the plasma jet CVD method of the 

present invention; 

Fig. 17 shows the a structure of the diamond film crystal according to the present invention; 
Fig. 18 shows the structure of a diamond film crystal according to another embodiment of the present 
invention; 

55 Fig. 19 illustrates the principle of a plasma jet jetting device of the present invention: 

Fig. 20 is an SEM showing the surface of a diamond film; 
Fig. 21 is an SEM showing the surface and a sectional view of a diamond film; 
Fig. 22 is a graph showing the results of an X-ray diffraction of a diamond film; 
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Fig. 23 is a graph showing the Raman spectrum of a diamond film; 

Fig. 24 is a drawing showing a gas cooling DC plasma jet vapor phase synthesis device of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 25 is an SEM showing the surface of a diamond film; 
5 Fig. 26 is an SEM showing a surface and sectional view of a diamond film; 

Fig. 27 is a graph showing the results of an X-ray diffraction of a diamond film; 
Fig. 28 is a graph showing the Raman spectrum of a diamond film; and 

Fig. 29 is a graph showing emission spectra of both the DC plasma jet according to the present 

invention and of a previously proposed microwave plasma. 
w In embodiments of the invention, a diamond film is deposited on a substrate to be treated by applying a 

thermal plasma CVD device which has been used for the synthesis of a ceramic fine powder. 

Figure 1 shows the principle of the thermal plasma method used in the present invention CVD. in which 

an arc discharge is effected by applying a voltage while passing a discharge gas 3 between the anode 1 

and the cathode 2. thereby generating an arc plasma having a temperature of 5000°C or higher, 
/5 The starting gas 4 fed to the arc plasma generating portion through the inlet provided on the anode 1 is 

rapidly heated to a high temperature and activated, thereby generating radicals with a high density. 

simultaneously with an expansion of the volume to be jetted as a ultra-high speed plasma jet 6 through the 

nozzle 5. 

Using the above method, an attempt has been made to synthesize a high melting compound powder 
20 such as silicon carbide (SiC) or silicon nitride (Si 3 N 4 ). More specifically, experiments have been made 
wherein, for the production of SiC, silane (SihL) and methane (CHU) as the starting gases are fed into an arc 
plasma, and for the production Si 3 N* . SihL and ammonia (NH 3 ) are fed to be activated and cause a radical 
reaction to occur for the preparation of a powder. 

The present invention is an advance on this method, and is intended to effect film formation by 
25 permitting the plasma jet 6 to impinge on the substrate to be treated 7, thereby carrying out an efficient 
CVD reaction on the substrate before an extinction of the short life radicals. Further, during the reaction on 
the substrate, energy obtained through photoexcitation by an irradiation of UV-rays generated during the arc 
discharge and the impinging of the plasma jet, may be added. 

Accordingly, an embodiment of the present invention may generate radicals with a far higher density 
30 than achieved previously by an activation in a high temperature arc having a temperature of more than 
5000 °C, and at the same time, feeds the radicals onto the substrate to be treated and causes a radical 
reaction to occur by obtaining energy from the above photoexcitation and impingement, thereby enabling an 
efficient diamond deposition. 

In a synthesis of diamond according to a second embodiment of the present CVD method, a gas 

35 mixture of a carbon compound such as methane, acetylene, alcohol, acetone, methyiamine, dichloroethane 
etc., with hydrogen is decomposed to be activated, and diamond is deposited on a substrate at a 
temperature suitable for a vapor phase deposition of diamond, namely 400 to 1500°C. In the synthesis of 
diamond, it is considered that an active species such as hydrogen atoms and hydrocarbon radicals play an 
important role in the vapor phase, and to enhance the speed of deposition of diamond, a plasma with a high 

40 density of such an active species may be prepared and fed onto the substrate surface. 

As a plasma with an extremely high activity and a high dissociation degree of gas molecules, there is 
known a thermal plasma in which the temperatures of various chemical species such as ions, electrons, 
neutral particles in the plasma are substantially the same, and the temperature thereof is 5000 K or higher. 
Figure 5 shows the temperature change of the equilibrium constant K = (Ph^'Phz in the dissociation 

45 reaction of a hydrogen molecule H 2 ^ 2H. but at 5000 K. it can be understood that almost all of the 
hydrogen molecules are dissociated into hydrogen atoms. However, when the thermal plasma at this 
temperature is in contact with the substrate, the substrate temperature becomes too high, and it becomes 
difficult to synthesize diamond. 

Figure 3 is an illustration of diamond synthesis by a direct arc discharge thermal plasma jet CVD 

so method embodying the present invention. 

When an arc 19 is discharged by applying a direct current voltage between the anode 15 and the 
cathode 16 while flowing a gas containing hydrogen 17 and a gaseous carbon compound 18. the gas is 
abruptly heated between narrow electrodes to become a thermal plasma having a temperature of 5000 °C or 
higher around the nozzle 20. In this case, due to the abrupt temperature elevation, the volume is expanded, 

55 whereby the thermal plasma becomes a supersonic plasma jet 21 and is jetted out through the nozzle 20 
into the chamber 22. 

Fig. 29 shows emission spectra of both the DC plasma jet obtainable inthe present invention and a 
prior-proposed microwave plasma. Two spectra are normalized by the peaks of Ha. In microwave plasma. 

5 
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broad and strong em.ssions of hydrogen molecule « 480 nm. 560 - 620 nm> were detected But in DC 
plasma jet em.ss.on due to hydrogen melecule were very weak. Those result mean that the dissociation 
degree of hydrogen is very high for DC plasma jet in comparison with the prior microwave plasma 

By quenching the plasma jet by permitting the plasma jet 21 to impinge on the substrate 24 in which is 
cooled with a high efficiency, active species such as hydrogen atoms with a short life react on the substrate 
before extinguishment, to synthesize the diamond film 25. 

Further, in the reaction on the substrate, motion energies derived through photoexcitation with strong 
UV-rays generated dur.ng the arc discharge and by a collision between supersonic particles, are applied 

Accordingly, m embodiments of the invention, the chemical reaction can be effected with a much higher 
efficiency, compared with the previously proposed method, and therefore, diamond can be synthesized at a 
high deposition rate. 

In the present invention, any carbon compound may be used as the starting gas. but preferably a 
motecute S'used 3 hydrOCarb ° n ° r 3 halo 9 enated ^bon containing oxygen, nitrogen or halogen in the 

in ad^Ln^'lh, 0 ! h 9 ^ ^f^ 96 ^ b8 imPr ° Ved 5y miXinQ 30 inert S 35 such as "elium. etc.. 

* 0 l to ; e hydr ° 9en of 0)6 start,n 9 9 as the carbon compound of the starting gas. In this case. 

I TJ? ,T n m dep ° Sition rate ™y be lowered - » advantage is gained in that the uniformity of the 
surface of the film can be enhanced. 

Also by mixing a small amount of an oxidative gas such as oxygen, water, hydrogen peroxide, carbon 
monoox.de. eta. the effect of a non-diamond carbon by etching can be enhanced 

^M^lff? 9a V 8 may J* fed l ° gether With * e hydr09en of * e discharge gas 17 between the 

1 35 T m ^ 4 ' * maV be a,S ° fed into * e p,3Sma * 21 jetted frdm ^tween the 
elecfrodes. However, .n this case, the starting gas must be fed uniformly into the thermal plasma jet 

„«JT1 Y J ?T Whi ° h iS d,ffiCUlt t0 discharoe with a high ionization potential as shown in Fig. 5. is 
used as the discharge gas. the electrode materials should preferably have a high heat resistance. Tungsten 

i« « 9 3 ' T f!? 9 , ° Xide ^ 35 ,anthanum oxide . yttrium oxide, cerium oxide, etc.. added thereto 
is an excellent tfw electrode materia). Further, to prevent an entrapment of impurities from the electrodes 
preferably a carbon electrode having a high purity is used. e.ectroaes. 

h M ^ C ° rdin K- ? ? embodiment of ^e P^sent invention, since the thermal plasma when generated is 
n 3 d l ° 3 h 'f temperature of about 5000'C. it is abruptly expanded and jetted out through the nozzle 

f™°. ™f , S S 3 aP6rtUre ° f 1 t0 2 mm ' the area of the cooled ^bstrate against which the jet 

from one nozzle .mpmges is about 25 mm*. In this embodiment, the plasma jet is jetted out through a 
plurality of nozzles and therefore, the film deposition area can be broadened 

Also, the uniformity of the film during deposition can be enhanced by mixing an inert gas such as arqon 
or helium ,n either the hydrogen of the discharge gas or a carbon compound of the starting gas orTooST 

ZZnT* I* 9 * 2* aS ° Xy9en - hydr ° 9en Per ° xide ° r water can be ™ed to remove nonVamond 
carbons mixed in the film formed by etching. - ° 

anodTL^nH I ^T^" 9 deViCe ' 33 Sh ° Wn in Rg - 6 - com P ri ^s an enclosed body for forming an 
STtffiS of 27 ^ Supported an insula «"9 member, etc. internally thereof. The discharge 

gas feed pipe 28 .s opened into the enclosed body, and the feed pipe 29 of a starting, gas or a oas 

2ZZ7£ l * H Parti f eS ^ ° P6ned int ° ^ inner ^ ° f 3 P ' Ural ™ mber * nozti ? 9 proTded on'ttie 
clnt ^ fn d ' reCt T VO,ta9e iS aPP ' ied t0 the etectrodes from ^ conductive wire 30. to generate a 
continuous discharge arc between the electrodes, thereby activating the discharge gas and the starfno 
matenal gas to form a plasma jet 33 having a high temperature. ' 9 

F °\ a , Chemical vapor de POsition of diamond embodying the present invention, as shown in Fig 9 the 

™ h f T 3 9enera,in9 ^ W3S S6t 3 reduced pressure cha ^ber 37. and the chambe 37 was 
provided with a water-cooled substrate holder 36 for supporting the substrate 35 opposed to the nozzles 3? 
The four nozzles 31 shown in Rg. 7 each had an aperture of 2 mm. the distance between tnf nozzle 
Z?Zl mm 31 3 m,nimum ' and a subsfrat e 35 20 mm square was arranged 10 mm below the 

!SlSi^n P !!!rr k" 6 Cha T ber WaS redUCed t0 100 Ton ' hydr °9 en 9 as was fed ^ a flow rate of 
ITL^l?- d,scha :9 e Qas feed P'Pe 28. and methane at a flow rate of 100 SCCM. into the nozzle 

an,/Z J feed pipe ^ A direct current P° w er of 2 KW was applied between the electrodes. 

S uLTl P « ^ V 33 Senerated by arc discharge was quenched by a continuous impingement against the 

2t! h f °h W i ereby 3 diam ° nd fi ' m h3Vi " 9 3 fi,m thickness of about 80 urn and an area of abouH 
STl-I be f f0 "T ed - TSf ^ ° f film was 16 ' fold thet obtained when employing a single nozzle The 

intone pfasma 6 jet ^ ^ * "° * n0nto 31 35 shown in R 9- * * J* 

According to this embodiment . in the direct current plasma jet chemical vapor deposition method of 
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diamond, a high speed film formation is possible, and the film forming area can be greatly increased, and 
thus an improvement in cost and productivity can be realized. 

In the above example, a plasma jet is used to effect a chemical vapor deposition of diamond, but it is 
also possible to feed a powder comprising an inorganic material or metal material conveyed together with a 
5 gas such as argon through the feed pipe of the starting gas. or a gas conveying liquid or solid fine particles, 
into the inner portion of the nozzle 31 , and melt the inorganic materia! or metal material with the plasma jet 
thereby forming a plasma spray film on the substrate. 

As shown in Fig. 8, through the feed pipe 29 of the starting gas or the gas carrying liquid or solid fine 
particles opened externally of the nozzle 31, powdery fine particles of an inorganic material or metal 
10 material may be conveyed by Ar gas. etc.. and blown into the plasma jet. As the metal material, high 
melting metals, superalloys, cermet, etc. can be used. As the inorganic material, a super-conductive 
material of Y-Ba-Cu-0 system, Bi-Sr-Ca-Cu-0 system, ceramics, graphite, glass, etc. may be used. As the 
^ inorganic material, a powder, for example, a powder of Y-Ba-Cu-0 system super-conductive ceramic was 

fed through the gas feed pipe to form a plasma spray film with a thickness of about 100 am and an area of 
t5 about 4 cm 2 . This plasma spray film was found to exhibit superconductivity at liquid nitrogen temperature, 
with an electrical resistance of zero at an absolute temperature of 88.5 K. 

According to a fourth embodiment of the present invention, instead of quenching the thermal plasma by 
impingement against a cooled substrate, the method of blowing a gas into the plasma jet (gas cooling 
method) is employed. 

20 This method embodying the present invention can create a non-equilibrium plasma irrespective of the 
substrate, because the thermal plasma is cooled momentarily by compulsorily mixing the plasma jet with 
the gas at about room temperature. Accordingly, by maintaining a material to be treated in the non- 
equilibrium plasma at a temperature capable of forming a diamond, a diamond can be synthesized at a high 
speed on the surface. The preferable substrate temperature is 800°C to 1300°.C. 

25 Figure 10 shows the principle of the synthesis of diamond according to the DC plasma jet CVD method 
by the gas cooling of the present invention, wherein 38 is a cathode. 39 an anode. 40 a discharge gas. 41 a 
nozzle. 42 a plasma jet, 43 a cooling gas jetting outlet, 44 a cooling gas. 45 a substrate. 46 a diamond film, 
47 an arc power source. 48 an arc. and 49 a non-equilibrium plasma. As a plasma torch 50, one having a 
single electrode shown in Fig. 10(b) or one having multiple electrodes shown in Fig. 10(c), etc., can be 

30 used. 

While flowing a discharge gas 40 comprising hydrogen gas and a gaseous carbon compound, a direct 
current voltage is applied between the cathode 38 and the anode 39 to excite an arc discharge 48, whereby 
the discharge gas is abruptly heated to form a thermal plasma having a temperature of 5000°C or higher 
near the nozzle 41. During this operation, due to a volume expansion caused by the abrupt temperature 
35 elevation, the thermal plasma becomes a supersonic plasma jet 42 and is jetted out through the nozzle 41 . 

Hydrogen gas is blown as the cooling gas 44 against the plasma jet 42. to effect a compulsory mixing, 
thereby quenching the thermal plasma to generate the non-equilibrium plasma 49. By placing the substrate 
45 in the non-equilibrium plasma 49, active species such as hydrogen atoms with a short life react before 
extinction on the substrate to grow the diamond film 46 on the surface thereof. 
40 Figures 11(a) and (b) and Figs. 12(a) and (b) show the plasma jet when a flow of cooling gas is not 
passed and the plasma jet when a flow of cooling gas is passed. In the case of Figs. 12(a) and (b), when 
gas cooling is effected, it can be understood that the length of the plasma jet must be extremely short to 
effect quenching of the thermal plasma. 

Therefore, comparing this embodiment of the invention with the DC plasma jet CVD method previously 
45 proposed, because the thermal plasma can be quenched irrespective of the substrate, there is no restriction 
on the type of substrate, used and thus a diamond can be grown at a high speed on any substrate. 
a In this embodiment, , any hydrocarbon may be used as the starting gas, but preferably a hydrocarbon 

or halogenated carbon containing oxygen, nitrogen or halogen in the molecule is used. 

By mixing an inert gas such as argon, helium other than hydrogen and a carbon compound of the 
so starting gas of the discharging gas, the stability of the arc discharge can be improved. In this case, although 
the film deposition rate may be lowered, an advantage is obtained in that the uniformity of the surface of the 
film is enhanced. 

Also, by mixing a small amount of an oxidative gas such as water, hydrogen peroxide, carbon 
monooxide, the effect of removing non-diamond carbon by etching can be enhanced. 
55 Since hydrogen having a high ionization potential and difficult to discharge is used as the discharge 
gas, the electrode materials preferably have a high heat resistance. Tungsten having a rare earth element 
oxide such as lanthanum oxide, yttrium oxide, selenium oxide, etc. added thereto is an excellent electrode 
material. Further, to prevent an entrapment of impurities from the electrodes, preferably a carbon electrode 
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having a high purity is used. 

As described above, the methods for the synthesis of diamond film previously proposed are not 
commercially satisfactory, and according to a fifth embodiment of the present invention, a new method for a 
synthesis of a diamond film utilizing the principle of plasma flame spraying has been created, and thus it 
5 has become possible to industrially synthesize a diamond film on the substrate. 

However, in this method, in which, for example, a gas mixture of hydrogen and a gaseous carbon 
compound such as methane is used as the gas and is chemically vapor deposited to form a diamond film 
by a thermal plasma CVD device, a problem arose in that the discharge became unstable and a stable 
plasma jet was not obtained, due to, for example: 
io (1) an extremely high discharge voltage of the hydrogen, 

(2) a heat generation and volume expansion due to a decomposition of methane. i 

(3) the reaction of the carbon generated by the decomposition of methane attached on the electrode 
of a flame spraying device with the electrode, etc.. whereby the substrate temperature and the plasma 
amount blown are changed and a homogeneous diamond film cannot be synthesized. : 

75 Figure 13 illustrates the principle of the thermal plasma CVD method as mentioned above, which 
excites an arc discharge 57 by applying a voltage by a direct current power source 56 while flowing a di- 
scharge gas (H 2 + CH 4 ) 55 between the anode 53 and the cathode 54, to generate an arc plasma of 
5000 °C or higher. 

The starting gas 55 fed to the arc plasma generating portion of the plasma torch 63 is abruptly heated 

20 to a high temperature to be activated and generate radicals at a high density, whereby the volume is 
expanded and an ultra-sonic high speed plasma is jetted from the nozzle as the plasma jet 58. 

According to this method, the plasma jet 58 is made to impinge on the substrate 59 to be treated to 
perform a CVD reaction with a good efficiency on the substrate before the extinction of radicals with a short 
life, thereby forming the diamond film 60. The substrate 59 used for the above purpose is placed on a 

25 water-cooled substrate holder 61 . and cooled with a cooling water 62 fed to the water-cooled holder 61 , to a 
temperature of, for example, 400 to 1500°C, preferably 800 to 1300°C. 

Nevertheless, as described above, although a diamond film can be efficiently deposited in the vapor 
phase on the substrate, a stable plasma jet can not be obtained for the reasons mentioned above, thus 
causing the problem that a homogeneous diamond film cannot be synthesized. In contrast, in this method 

30 of the present invention, as shown in Fig. 14, two plasma torches 64 and 65 are prepared, and H 2 gas (or a 
gas mixture of H 2 and an inert gas as in a previously proposed method) is introduced into one torch, while 
methane (CHL) gas (or a gas mixture of Cl-U and an inert gas such as Ar) is introduced into the other torch, 
and an arc discharge is excited by applying voltages between the anodes 66 and 67 and the cathodes 68 
and 69. respectively, from the direct current power sources 70 and 71 , thereby jetting plasma jets 72 and 

35 73. These plasma jets deposit a homogeneous diamond film 76 on the substrate 75 placed on the water- 
cooled substrate holder 74. 

It is considered that a large number of fine diamond nuclei are formed by permitting a plurality of 
plasma jets to mutually impinge on each other, forming a carbon containing compound into a plasma in the 
plasma jets, and quenching the compound. Accordingly, a smooth diamond film having an excellent 

40 uniformity can be prepared, unlike previously proposed methods in which only a few diamond nuclei were 
grown and thus the surface of the diamond film was uneven, according to the sixth embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Figure 15 illustrates the principle of a device in which another plasma jet generating torch is mounted 
on one thermal plasma CVD device, wherein 78 is an anode, 79 a cathode, 80 a discharge gas or a di- 
45 scharge gas containing a starting gas. 81 a cooling gas or a cooling gas containing a starting gas. 82 an 5 
arc. 83 a nozzle. 84 a plasma jet, 85 a vacuum chamber. 86 a substrate holder, 87 a substrate, and 88 a 
diamond film. 

Figure 16 is an overall view of a device for practicing the present invention, wherein 89 is a first plasma 
torch and 90 a second plasma torch. 91 and 92 are arc power sources for the respective torches. 93 and 94 
so are cooling water arrangements for the respective torches, 95 is a substrate manipulator, 96 a torch 
manipulator. 97 an evacuation system, 98 a gas bomb. 99 a flow meter. 100 a discharge gas or a discharge 
gas feed pipe containing a starting gas, 101 a starting gas and/or cooling gas feed pipe, and 102 a cooling 
gas jetting pipe. 

An Si substrate 87 of 5 cm square is set 100 mm below the torch 89. and after evacuation to 1 x 10~ 2 
55 Torr by a rotary pump, discharge gas H 2 is fed at 50 SLM. and a starting gas CH* at 500 SCCM to the 
torch 89 under a discharge power of 3 kW and a pressure in the system of 100 Torr. At the same time, 
while a discharge gas H 2 at 20 SLM and a starting gas at 1 00 SCCM uhder discharge power of 1 kW was 
fed to the torch 90. and a film was formed with the torch at a distance from the substrate of 35 mm and at 

• 
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an angle from the substrate of 60 degree, for 1 hour. When this film was analyzed by X-ray diffraction and 
Raman spectroscopy, it was found that a film exhibiting a peak of diamond was prepared. Figure 17 shows 
the diamond film prepared by two plasma torches in a method of the present invention and having a film 
thickness of 35 urn, wherein the film forming speed was 100 um/hr. Figure 18 shows the diamond film 
prepared by only the plasma torch 89 according to the comparative method. According to such a method , 
a diamond having a smooth and uniform surface can be thus prepared at a high speed. 

In the above Example, hydrogen is fed from the discharge gas feed pipe 100 and methane from the 
starting gas feed pipe 101 to the plasma torches 89 and 90, but it is also possible to feed both the 
hydrogen and the methane from the discharge gas feed pipe 100. or feed cooled gas H 2 and methane from 
the starting gas and/or cooling gas feed pipe 101. Also, various modifications can be practiced such as 
feeding a discharge gas and a starting gas to only one of the plasma torches, and only a discharge gas to 
the other plasma torch, etc. The essence is that a plurality of plasma jets are irradiated, and a carbon 
source is formed into a plasma in the plasma jets to form a diamond on the substrate. Also, as the angles 
of the plurality of plasma jets, preferably, for the deposition speed, one should be vertical to the substrate; 
but they can be set at an optimum predetermined angle as desired. 

As the above plurality of plasma jets, direct current plasma jets by direct current arc discharge have 
been mentioned, but it is also possible to use a plurality of plasmas of various kinds such as an RF plasma 
jet by high frequency discharge, optical arc plasma jet by optical arc discharge 'with laser beam, and 
plasma jet by microwave plasma jet alternate current discharge with microdischarge, etc. As the plasma 
generating atmosphere, an atmosphere under a reduced pressure is preferred, but atmospheric pressure or 
an atmosphere under pressurization can be also used for diamond formation. Further, this method is also 
applicable for the synthesis of diamond powder. 

According to the sixth embodiment of the present invention, in the DC plasma jet CVD method, a 
diamond film can be prepared at a high speed and with a smooth and uniform surface, whereby the coating 
application scope can be broadened to a great extent Also, a diamond heat sink or diamond circuit 
substrate for a semiconductor device can be easily realized. 

A method for an epitaxial growth of diamond film of a seventh embodiment of the present invention 
comprises jetting out a starting material containing a carbon source fed into a plasma and growing a 
diamond by quenching the thermal plasma. 

In the diamond growth method, hydrogen is generally used as the discharge gas, and any carbon 
compound may be used as the starting gas for the carbon source, but preferably a hydrocarbon or an 
organic substance containing O. N, halogen, etc. in the molecule is used. An inert gas such as Ar, He, etc, 
may be also mixed in the discharge gas or the starting gas. In this case, the stability of the plasma can be 
further improved, but the film deposition rate is lowered. Also, to enhance the etching effect of non-diamond 
carbon such as amorphous carbon, a small amount of an oxidative gas such as 0 2 . H 2 0, H 2 0 2 . CO, etc. 
may be also mixed in the starting gas. 

Further, by mixing a minute amount of gas such as B 2 Hg . NH 3 . PH 3 . etc. into the starting gas. or by 
feeding it separately into the plasma jet, a semiconductor diamond can be also obtained. 

The starting gas is fed to the center of the initiation end of the plasma jet without passing through the 
arc discharge portion. For that purpose, it is advantageous to use a plasma jet jetting device of a 
construction as described below. When the plasma jet jetting device of this construction is used for the 
plasma flame spraying of a high temperature super-conductive oxide (Ba-Y-Cu-O system, Bi-Sr-Ca-Cu-0 
system, etc.), fine powder of the super-conductive oxide is fed together with a carrier gas through 109 in 
Fig. 19, to be melted in the plasma and a effect film formation on the substrate. Of course, in this case, as 
the plasma atmosphere, an oxidative atmosphere, oxygen atmosphere, an atmosphere in air, etc.. may be 
used. 

The plasma jet jetting device applicable to this method . as shown in Fig. 19. has an feed hole for the 
starting gas (or the gas containing the starting material powder) 109 extending along the center axis of the 
internal electrode 103, with the starting gas jetting outlet 108 being positioned at the center of the jetting 
nozzle 106 of the external electrode 104, and an arc 113 discharged between the electrode 103 and the 
external electrode 104, but the starting gas (or the gas containing the starting material powder) 109 will not 
come into contact with the arc 113. Accordingly,, a uniform formation of the arc 113 will not be obstructed. 
Moreover, since the starting gas (or the gas containing the starting material powder) 109 is released to the 
center portion of the initiation end of the plasma jet 107, the distribution of the plasma formed in the plasma 
jet 107 can be made uniform and utilized for the formation and growth of the deposited product by using of 
this for a vapor phase deposition or thermal plasma, whereby a uniform and smooth film can be grown. 

Note, by using this device in a growth of diamond and a material other than diamond as the substrate, a 
polycrystal diamond can be synthesized on the surface. 
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Figure 19 illustrates the principle of growing a diamond film by the device mentioned above. 
This device is adapted to feed a starting gas through the jetting outlet provided at the center of the 
cathode into the plasma jet so as to uniformly feed the starting gas into the plasma jet whereby the 
uniformity of the film thickness can be enhanced, or a generation of graphite can be inhibited in the case of 

5 a starting gas which is a carbon compound. In the Figure. 103 is a cathode, 104 an anode, 105 a discharge 
gas, 106 a nozzle, 107 a plasma jet 108 a starting gas jetting outlet 109 a starting gas. 110 a substrate. 
111a diamond film, 112 an arc power source, and 113 an arc. 

While flowing hydrogen gas at 20 litre/min as the discharge gas 105 and methane gas at 0.2 litre/min as 
the starting gas 109. a direct current voltage of 90 V. 10 A is applied between the anode 104 and the 

70 cathode 103. to excite an arc discharge 113. whereby the discharge gas is heated to become a thermal 

plasma having a temperature of 5000 °C or higher around the nozzle 106. In this case, aue to volume * 
expansion caused by the abrupt temperature elevation, the thermal plasma becomes a supersonic plasma 
jet 107, which is jetted out through the nozzle 106. The starting gas is not passed through the arc discharge 
portion, but fed directly into the plasma jet to be decomposed and activated. The plasma jet is quenched * 

is by impingement against a molybdenum substrate 5 * 5 x 0.5 mm to grow a diamond film, and as the 
result, a polycrystal diamond film with a thickness of 200 am was obtained in 1 hour. When the surface 
roughness of the film was measured, was found to be 10 am, which was a great improvement when 
compared with the R max 50 am obtained in a method in which the starting material gas is fed together with 
the discharge gas. 

20 In this device, since no starting gas is contained in the arc, a stable discharge can be obtained. Also, 
since all of the starting gas is fed into the plasma jet. a generation of graphite can be inhibited. 

In the case of diamond growth, since it is advantageous to use hydrogen, which can be discharged only 
with difficulty due to a high ionization potential, it is preferable to use an electrode material having a high 
heat resistance and able to generate a stable discharge. Tungsten having lanthanum oxide, yttrium oxide, 
25 cerium oxide, etc., added thereto is an excellent electrode material. Also, to prevent an entrapment of 
impurities from the electrode, a carbon electrode having a high purity preferably used. 

The plasma jet jetting device illustrated in Fig. 19 can be used advantageously for a synthesis of 
diamond as described above, but can of course be utilized for other purposes. 

30 

Examples 

The present invention will now be further illustrated by, but is by no means limited to. the following 
Examples, wherein all parts and percentages are expressed on a weight basis unless otherwise noted. 

35 

Example 1_ (Figures 1 and 2) 

Figure 2 is a schematic illustration of a thermal plasma apparatus for practicing a method of the 
40 invention, and the plasma jet generating portion shown in Fig. 1 is shown as a plasma. toroh-ST* 

Here, within the device is disposed a substrate holder 9 opposed to the plasma torch 8. which holder is 
water-cooled and a substrate to be treated 7 is placed thereon. 
Also, the device is connected to an evacuation system 10. 

Next, to the plasma torch 8 are connected a discharge gas feed pipe 1 1 for feeding a discharge gas 
45 between the discharge electrodes 1 and 2 and a starting gas feeding pipe 12 for feeding the starting gas to * 
the arc plasma, and also provided are an arc power source 13 for supplying power to the discharge 
electrodes 1 and 2 and a bias power source 14 for concentrating radicals onto the substrate to be treated 7. 

In the following, as an example, a silicon (Si) substrate 30 mm square was treated, and an interval of 2 
300 mm was maintained between the substrate and the plasma torch 8. 
so First after the device was internally evacuated to 1 * 10~ 2 Torr by the evacuation system 10. hydrogen 
gas (H 2 ) was fed at a rate of 1000 SCCM through the discharge gas feed pipe 11, and a methane gas 
(ChU) was fed at a rate of 100 SCCM through the starting material feed pipe 12, and the vacuum degree 
within the chamber at was maintained 100 Torr by the evacuation system 10. Next 2 kW was applied as 
the arc power source and 300 V as the bias voltage. 
55 Then, after performing a thermal plasma CVD. a film of diamond was formed to a thickness of about 10 
am within 1 hour, and an analysis thereof by X-ray diffraction and Raman spectroscopy exhibited only a 
peak of diamond. 

This deposition speed is higher by 1 cipher or more, compared with previous CVD processes in which 
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the deposition rate 1 is 1 am or less. 

Thus, in an example of the invention, since radicals with an extremely high density can be generated, a 
film of diamond can be formed at a deposition rate higher by 1 cipher, compared with previously . whereby 
the demand for substrates for LSI's can be satisfied. 



Example 2 (Figure 3) 

Both the anode 15 and cathode 16 in Fig. 3 were made of tungsten having 2% by weight of yttrium 
ro oxide added thereto, the plasma torch has a water-cooled structure, and was fixed on a manipulator (not 
shown) in the chamber 22. with the direction of the nozzle 20 being variable. 

The water-cooled substrate holder 23 was movable vertically and/or laterally, and the nozzle-substrate 
distance was variable, 

A silicon wafer 24 of 5 mm square and 0.2 mm thick was fixed on the substrate holder 23, and after the 
;s chamber 22 was evacuated to 2 * 10~ 3 Torr, as shown in Fig. 3. H 2 was passed at a flow rate of 20 
litermin under a pressure of 1 kg/cm 2 , and CH* as the starting gas 18 was passed at a flow rate of 40 
ccmin under a pressure of 1 kg/cm 2 , between the electrodes, while the pressure in the chamber 22 was 
maintained at 100 Torr. From a constant current arc power source, a current of 10 A was passed between 
the electrodes and maintained for about 5 minutes until the voltage became constant The voltage at this 
20 time was 72 V. 

The water-cooled substrate holder 23 was slowly brought close to the nozzle 20, the distance between 
the nozzle and the substrate was fixed at 5 mm, and a synthesis of diamond was carried out under this 
state for 1 hour. The diamond synthesized was evaluated by scanning electron microscope photography 
(SEM), X-ray diffraction, Raman spectroscopy, and a measurement of hardness. 

25 As shown in Fig. 20. the surface of the diamond film consisted of diamond crystals arranged regularly 
gathered together. Also, the SEM in Fig. 21 shows a central portion which is a sectional view of the 
diamond film, a lower portion which is a sectional view of the silicon substrate, and an upper part which is a 
surface of a diamond film. It can be understood that the surface of the diamond film is formed uniformly 
with little unevenness. Figure 22 shows a X-ray diffraction pattern of the diamond film, with the diamond 

30 crystal phases (111). (220), (311) appearing extremely clearly, with (331) and (400) also being recognized. 
Figure 23 represents the Raman spectrum of the diamond film, in which the peak inherent in diamond can 
be recognized also at the wave number 1333 cm""', and as can be easily understood, no peak of other 
carbonaceous materials, such as graphite, appeared. 

As for the Vickers hardness of Hv 5 cc , a judgement of the pressure mark was difficult due to the high 

35 hardness of the sample, but it was found to be 8000 kg, cm 2 or higher. From the above data, the diamond 
synthesized was understood to be polycrystalline film with a good quality. Also, the film thickness was 
found to be 80 u.m, and a diamond film with a good quality was synthesized at a high speed 10-fold or 
more that previously possible as. 80 um/h. 

Further, when synthesis was conducted for 10 hours under this condition, the film thickness became 

40 about 1 mm at the central portion of the substrate, and 0.6 mm at the peripheral portion thereof. Also, even 
when measured by X-ray diffraction and. Raman spectrum, only the peak of diamond was obtained, and the 
presence of graphite was not detected. 



45 Example 3 (Figure 4} 

Using a 10 * 10 * 0.2 mm Mo plate as the substrate, as shown in Fig. 4. H 2 gas as the discharging 
gas 17 was fed at 20 litre/min, Ar gas at 20 litre/min, Ar gas containing 2% acetone as the starting gas 18 
was fed at 2 litre/min to the plasma jet, and diamond was synthesized for 1 hour at an arc current of 20 A, a 
50 voltage of 60 V, and a nozzle-substrate distance of 10 mm. The film thickness was 60 urn, and the film 
quality was similar to Example 2. 
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Examples 4 - 9 (Figures 3 and 4) 

Further, the diamond film forming speeds when the reaction conditions were varied by, for example, 
varying the inter-electrode feeding gas or by feeding the gas into the thermal plasma jet formed between 
5 the electrodes, are summarized in the following table. The film qualities of the diamond films obtained were 
similar to Example 2. 
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As shown by the plasma jet CVD method of the above example , a good quality diamond can be 
deposited at a speed of 80 nm/h, which is much higher than the speed previously possible, whereby a * 
great advance is made toward a practical application of cheap diamond by vapor phase synthesis. When 
the diamond synthesized according to such a method is used for the heat sink of a semiconductor or as a 
circuit substrate, a great reduction in cost and improvement of performance is obtained. 11 



ou Example 10 (Figure 24) 

Figure 24 illustrates a diamond synthesis device applicable to a gas cooling DC plasma jet CVD 
method embodying the present invention, in which 115 is a plasma torch, 116 a discharge gas feeding pipe. 
117 a cooling gas feed pipe. 114 an arc power source. 118 a cooling water pipeline for the torch. 119 a 
substrate holder. 120 a substrate, 121 a vacuum chamber. 122 an evacuation system, 123 a torch 
manipulator. 124 a flow meter. 125 a gas bomb. 126 a cooling gas jetting outlet and 127 a substrate 
manipulator. 

The plasma torch has a water-cooling structure made of tungsten having 2 wt% yttrium oxide added 
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thereto together with the anode and the cathode 38. The position and the direction respectively of the 
plasma torch 115 and the substrate holder 119 can be controlled by the manipulators and therefore, a 
diamond film can be uniformly grown on a large area substrate or a material to be treated with a 
complicated surface shape. Also, although not shown in Fig. 24, the substrate holder 119 may be also 
5 mounted with a heater for heating the substrate or a water-cooling mechanism for controlling a substrate 
temperature. 



Example 11 (Figure 24) 

Using an Si wafer 5 * 5 * 0.2 mm as the substrate, after an internal evacuation of the vacuum chamber 
to 2 x 10~ 3 Torr, hydrogen as the discharge gas was flowed at 20 litermin under a pressure of 1 kg cm 2 
and methane at a flow rate of 80 ml/min under a pressure of 1 kg/cm 2 was flowed between the electrodes, 
and hydrogen was flowed at 20 liter/min under a pressure of 1 kg/cm 2 as the cooling gas to maintain the 

is pressure in the vacuum chamber at 200 Torr. The cooling gas supplied from the cooling gas supply pipe 
117 in Fig. 24 was jetted out toward the plasma jet through the four cooling gas jetting outlets 126 placed 3 
mm below the torch nozzle. From the constant current arc power source 114, a current of 10 A was flowed 
between the both electrodes of the plasma torch 115 and maintained for 5 minutes until the voltage became 
constant. The voltage at this time was 65 V. By bringing the substrate holder 119 slowly closer to the 

20 nozzle of the torch 115, the nozzle-substrate distance was fixed at 5 mm, and the film formation was 
conducted under this state for 10 minutes. The diamond prepared was evaluated according to scanning 
electron microscope (SEM), X-ray diffraction, Raman spectroscopy, and hardness measurements. 

It can be seen from the SEM shown in Fig. 25 that the surface of the diamond has diamond crystals 
with a regular arrangement gathered together. 

25 On the other hand, the SEM in Fig. 26 shows a sectional view of the diamond at the central portion and 
a sectional view of the silicon substrate at the lower portion and a surface of the diamond film at the upper 
portion, and it can be seen that the surface of the diamond film is uniformly formed with little unevenness. 

It can be also seen that the diamond synthesized is a dense polycrystal having a clear self-form, and 
that the film thickness is about 15 urn. 

30 Figure 27 shows an X-ray diffraction pattern of the diamond film with a CuXr line, with the diamond 
crystal faces (111). (220), (311) appearing extremely clearly, (331) and (400) also being recognized. Thus, 
only sharp peaks of the cubic crystal diamond are detected. Figure 28 shows the Raman spectrum of the 
diamond film, in which the peak inherent in diamond can be recognized also at the wave number 1333 
cm~\ and yet it can be understood that a peak of other carbonaceous materials, such as graphite, can not 

35 be seen. 

As for the Vickers hardness, this value was found to be equal to natural diamond, at about 10000 
kg/cm 2 under a load of 500 g. 

From the above results, it can be understood that the diamond synthesized is a polycrystalline film of 
good quality. Also, it can be understood that the film deposition rate is as high as 100 um/h. 

40 

Example 12 (Figure 24) 

When a platinum plate 10 * 10 * 1 mm was used as the substrate under the film forming conditions of 
45 Example 11, and further, the plasma torch was scanned on the platinum plate at a speed of 2 mm/h, a 
diamond film with the thickness of 0.4 mm was formed on the platinum plate. The diamond film was then 
peeled from the platinum plate to give a diamond plate 10 * 10 x 0.4 mm. 
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Examples 13-22 (Figure 24) 

In the following, the results of attempts to synthesize diamond under various conditions are shown. 
Examples of diamonds of good quality prepared at high speed 
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Examples in which diamond was not of a good quality : 
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Comparative Example 1_ 

In the above-mentioned Example, gas cooling was not employed: 

Using an Si wafer 5 * 5 * 0.2 mm as the substrate, after an internal evacuation of the vacuum chamber 
to 2 x 1CT 3 Torr, hydrogen was flowed as the discharging gas at 20 liter/min under a pressure of 1 kg/cm 2 , 
methane at a flow rate of 40 ml/min under a pressure of 1 kg/cm 2 was flowed between the electrodes, to 
maintain the pressure in the vacuum chamber at 100 Torr. From a constant current arc power source, a 
current of 10 A was passed through the torch and maintained for 5 minutes until the voltage became 
constant. The voltage at this time was 65 V. The substrate holder 119 in Fig. 24 was brought slowly closer 
to the torch 115 and the nozzle-substrate distance was fixed at 15 mm, film deposition was performed 
under this state for 1 hour, and a diamond film of good quality with a thickness of 60 am was obtained. 

In the above example, as the means for forming an active non-equilibrium plasma with a high radical 
concentration by quenching thermal plasma, an example is shown in which a cooling gas was impinged on 
the plasma jetted out from the four cooling gas jetting outlets against the thermal plasma, but the cooling 
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gas may be jetted toward the axis center of the plasma jet It is also possible to jet the cooling gas in only 
one direction against the plasma jet. for forming temperature distribution or no distribution of the radical 
concentration. 

According to the gas cooling DC plasma jet CVO method embodying the invention, because thermal 
plasma can be quenched irrespective of the substrate, compared with the DC plasma jet CVD method 
previously proposed, diamond can be grown on any substrate. A diamond of a good quality can be grown 
at a high film deposition rate of about 100 um/h without cooling the substrate, whereby the diamond coating 
application range can be greatly widened. 

This is a great advance toward the practical application of cheap diamond by vapor ohase synthesis 
and the diamond synthesized according to this method will have a greatly reduced cost and an .mproved 
performance when used for a heat sink or as a circuit substrate for a semiconductor, and thus a diamond 
heat sink or diamond circuit substrate for a semiconductor can be easily realized. 



/s Example 23 and Comparative Example 2 (Figure 14) 

Using the devices shown in Fig. 13 (Comparative Example 2) and Fig. 14 (Example 23). a silicon 
substrate 10 mm x 10 mm * 0.5 mm (thickness) was placed on a substrate holder cooled with cooling 
water, and a diamond film was deposited on the substrate by a plasma torch using tungsten as the 
20 electrode. 

In the device shown in Fig. 14. when a gas mixture of 20 litre/min of hydrogen gas and 0.2 litre-min of 
methane gas was introduced to effect discharge, the discharge voltage fluctuated by as much as £20 V with 
90 V as the center, and the shape of the plasma jet was greatly changed, but a diamond film with a 
thickness of 180 am was deposited in 1 hour, this film exhibited a peak of only diamond when analyzed by 

25 X-ray diffraction and Raman spectroscopy. 

On the other hand, in the device as shown in Fig. 14, when hydrogen gas and methane gas were 
separately introduced into the respective torches with hydrogen at 20 litre, min and methane at 0.2 litremin 
to effect discharge, the discharge voltage of the torch for hydrogen was an extremely stable 100 V * 2 V 
and the discharge voltage of the torch for methane was 30 V £ 2 V, and the shape of the plasma jet was 

30 constant, to give a homogeneous diamond film with a film thickness of about 1 50 urn. 

As described above, in such a method of the invention, since hydrogen gas and a carbon compound 
gas such as methane gas are fed as individual plasma jets, a diamond film can be formed extremely stably 
and yet at a high efficiency, compared with prior methods, whereby the demand for substrate for LSI's can 
be satisfied. Also, in methods of the present invention, a heated filament, a microwave discharge, and an 

35 RF discharge can be utilized instead of the DC arc discharge. 

Example 24 (Figure 19) 

to Figures 19 and 24 schematically illustrate a plasma jet CVD device used in the practice of a method of 
the present invention, in which 115 is a plasma torch, 116 a discharge gas feed pipe. 114 an arc power 
source. 118 a cooling water pipeline for torch. 119 a substrate holder, 120 a diamond substrate 121 a 
vacuum chamber, 122 an evacuation system. 123 a torch manipulator. 124 a flow meter. 125 a gas bomb 
126 a starting gas feed pipe, and 127 a substrate manipulator. 

*s The plasma torch 115 has a water-cooled structure made of tungsten having 2% by weight of yttrium 
ox.de added thereto together with the anode and the cathode. The position and direction of the plasma 
torch 115 and the substrate holder 119 can be controlled by the manipulators 123, 127 and can be moved 
relative to the plasma jet and the substrate, whereby it is possible to grow a diamond film uniformly even on 
a substrate with large area or on a material with a complicated surface shape. Also, although not shown in 

so this schematic drawing, for controlling the substrate temperature, a heater for heating the substrate or a 
water-cooling mechanism may be also mounted. 

Using an artificial diamond substrate of the Ha type 2 * 2 * 0.5 mm. after evacuation of the chamber to 
2 10 Torr. the pressure in the chamber was maintained at 120 Torr by flowing hydrogen as the di- 
scharge gas at 20 litre/min under a pressure of 1 kg/cm* and methane as the starting gas at 0.1 litremin 

ss under a pressure of 1 kg/cm 2 . 

A current of 20 A was flowed from constant current arc power source to the torch and maintained until 
the voltage became constant for about 5 minutes. The voltage at this time was 50 V. When the substrate 
was brought slowly closer to the torch, the nozzle-substrate distance was fixed at 15 mm and film formation 
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was conducted under this state for 1 hour. 

When the diamond prepared was evaluated by Raman spectroscopy and hardness measurement, a 
peak only of diamond was detected in Raman spectroscopy, and the Vickers hardness had a value equal to 
natural diamond which was about 10000 under a load of 500 g. The film thickness of the diamond was 
5 about 150 urn, and the film forming speed was 150 um/h. 

Also, according to X-ray diffraction by the Laue method, and low energy electron diffraction (LEED), it 
was confirmed that a single crystal diamond film was epitaxially grown on the base diamond substrate. 

The fluctuation in arc voltage was found to be about 10% in this example. Thus, arc stability was also 
improved, compared with that of the previously proposed method, which was about 20%. 
w Further, in this example, generation of graphite was not detected. 



Example 25 

Further, by mixing 0.1 ml/min of B 2 H G as a doping gas into the starting gas under the film forming 
conditions of Example 24, and the film formation was conducted for 10 minutes, a p-type semiconduct 
diamond having 10~ 2 0 cm specific resistance is obtained. 



20 Example 26 

Using an Si wafer 5 * 5 x 0.2 mm as the substrate, after evacuation of the chamber to 2 * 10~ 3 Torr. 
the pressure in the chamber was maintained at 100 Torr by passing hydrogen as the discharge gas at 20 
litre/min under a pressure of 1 kg/cm a and methane as the starting gas at 0.5 litre/min under a pressure of 1 
25 kg/cm 2 . 

A current of 20 A was flowed from the constant current arc power source to the torch and maintained 
until the voltage became constant for about 5 minutes. The voltage at this time was 50 V. The substrate was 
brought slowly closer to the torch, the nozzle-substrate distance was fixed at 20 mm, and film formation was 
conducted under this state for 1 hour. 
30 The diamond prepared was evaluated by X-ray diffrac tion. Raman spectroscopy and hardness 
measurement. As a result, by X-ray diffraction and Raman spectroscopy, a peak only of diamond was 
detected, and the Vickers hardness had a value equal to natural diamond, which was about 10000 under a 
load of 500 g. The film thickness of diamond was about 200 urn. and the film deposition rate was 200 
um/h. 

35 When the surface roughness of the diamond film synthesized was measured, the R max was found to be 
about 10 um, which was greatly improved compared with the value of 50 am when the starting gas was fed 
while contained in the discharge gas. 

The fluctuation and arc voltage during a synthesis of diamond was found to be about 10% in this 
example, in which the arc stability was also improved compared with the about 20% of the previously 

40 proposed method. 

Further, in this example, generation of graphite at the surrounding portion of the substrate was not 
detected. 



45 Example 27 

A molybdenum plate of 5 * 5 x 0.5 mm was used as the substrate, methane as the starting gas was 
fed at a rate of 0.2 l/min, and DC current of 10A and DC voltage of 90 V were applied to the anode and 
cathode electrodes, under the film forming conditions of Example 26. Similar results were obtained, 
so As to the shape of the plasma jetting device, a sectional view is shown in Rg. 19. but the cathode 103 
and the anode 104 may be arranged concentrically, and the starting gas jetting outlet of the cathode 103 
and the nozzle 106 may be a polyhedral (rectangular, etc.) or ellipsoidal, provided that a non-uniformity of 
the discharge characteristics is brought about. Also, if necessary, it is possible to provide a heat-resistant 
insulating material in the shape of comb teeth on the electrode, which will not influence discharge. This is 
55 advantageous when coating a large area. 

As the substrate other than diamond, quartz glass, tungsten, molybdenum, etc. can be used for growth 
of a film without treatment of the surface. 

As the discharge atmosphere, application under a reduced pressure for discharge stability is preferred, 

17 



BNSDOCID: <EP G266306A1_I_> 



0 286 306 



but application under atmospheric pressure or under pressurization is also possible. In the above example, 
an example of diamond film growth was shown, but the method is also applicable for a synthesis of a 
diamond powder. 

Also, the plasma jet jetting device as described above is also applicable for the plasma fiame spraying 
s of a high temperature super-conductive oxide such as Ba-Y-Cu-0 system, etc. as described above. 

When a diamond film is grown by means of the improved type DC plasma jet C VD device as described 
above , a diamond film of a good quality with an excellent surface smoothness can be synthesized at a 
rapid film deposition rate of about 200 um/h, whereby the range of application of the diamond film can be 
greatly extended. 

io By performing an epitaxial growth of diamond according to the^DC plasma jet CVD method, an epitaxial 

film as thick as 150 am can be obtained at an extremely high film forming speed of 150 am.h. - 

A diamond heat sink or diamond circuit substrate for semiconductor devices can be easily r eaiized. and 
further, a semiconductor diamond can be synthesized. Also, the method is applicable for the plasma flame 
spraying of an inorganic compound such as a high temperature super-conductive oxide, etc. 

75 

Claims 



1 . A method for a vapor deposition of diamond comprising the steps of: 

20 effecting an arc discharge while feeding a discharge gas between an anode and a cathode of a thermal 

plasma chemical vapor deposition device: 

radicalizing a gaseous carbon compound by feeding the gaseous compound to a generated plasma jet: 

and 

permitting said radicalized plasma jet to impinge on a substrate to be treated, to thereby form diamond 
25 on said substrate. 

2. A method for a vapor deposition of diamond by direct current arc discharge comprising the steps of: 
feeding a gas containing hydrogen and a gaseous carbon compound into a thermal plasma generating 

device having an anode and a cathode: 

radicalizing the gas by direct current arc discharge between the electrodes: 
30 jetting the thermal plasma as a plasma jet into a reduced pressure chamber: and 

quenching the plasma jet by permitting said plasma jet to impinge on a cooled substrate, to thereby 
deposit diamond on the substrate. 

3. A method according to Claim 2. wherein the gaseous carbon compound is a hydrocarbon, or a 
hydrocarbon containing oxygen, nitrogen or halogen in the molecule. 

35 4. A method according to Claim 2 or 3, wherein the gas containing hydrogen or the gaseous carbon 
compound further contains an inert gas. an oxidative gas or a mixture thereof. 

5. A method according to Claim 4, wherein the oxidative gas is oxygen, water, hydrogen peroxide or 
carbon monooxide. 

6. A method according to Claim 2. 3, 4 or 5. wherein the gas containing hydrogen and the gaseous 
40 carbon compound are fed between the electrodes of the thermal plasma generating device. 

7. A method according to Claim 2. 3. 4. or 5. wherein the gas containing hydrogen is fed between the 
electrodes of the thermal plasma generating device, and the gas containing a carbon compound is fed to 
the plasma jet jetted from between the electrodes. 

8. A method according to any one of claims 2 to 7, wherein a direct arc discharge is effected by using 
45 a carbon electrode or a tungsten electrode containing a rare earth element oxide as the electrode. 

9. A method for a vapor deposition of diamond comprising the steps of: 

effecting an arc discharge by applying a direct current between the inner walls of a plurality of nozzles 
opened in an enclosed body forming an electrode of one polarity and a plurality of electrodes of the other 
polarity opposed thereto; 

so radicalizing hydrogen and a gas containing a gaseous carbon compound to form a thermal plasma: 
jetting out the thermal plasma as a plasma jet into a reduced pressure chamber: and 
quenching the plasma jet by permitting said plasma jet to impinge on a cooled substrate, to thereby 
deposit diamond on the substate. 

10. A method according to Claim 9. wherein the gaseous carbon compound is a hydrocarbon, or a 
55 hydrocarbon containing oxygen, nitrogen or halogen in the molecule. 

1 1 . A method according to Claim 9 or 1 0, wherein the gas containing hydrogen or the gaseous carbon 
compound further contains an inert gas. an oxidative gas or a mixture thereof. 
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12. A method according to Claim 11. wherein the oxidative gas is oxygen, water, hydrogen peroxide or 
carbon monooxide. 

13. A method according to Claim 9. 10. 11 or 12, wherein a gas containing hydrogen and a gaseous 
carbon compound is fed between the electrodes of the thermal plasma generating device. 

5 14. A method according to Claim 9. 10, 11 or 12. wherein a gas containing hydrogen is fed between the 
electrodes of the thermal plasma generating device, and a gas containing a carbon compound is fed to the 
plasma jet jetted out from between the electrodes. 

15. A method according to any one of claims 9 to 14, wherein direct current arc discharge is effected 
by using a carbon electrode or a tungsten electrode containing a rare earth element oxide as the electrode. 
10 1 6. A method for a vapor deposition of diamond comprising the steps of: 

feeding a gas to a thermal plasma generating device in the form of a torch having an anode and a 
cathode. 

radicalizing the gas by a direct current arc discharge between electrodes to form a thermal plasma, 
jetting the thermal plasma formed as a plasma jet through a nozzle at the tip end of a torch, blowing a 
75 cooling gas into the plasma jet to quench the thermal plasma and form an active non-equilibrium plasma 
containing at least radical products formed by a radicalization of a gaseous carbon compound fed to the 
plasma jet and having a high concentration of radicals, and bringing a substrate into contact with the non- 
equilibrium plasma, whereby diamond is deposited in a vapor phase on the substrate. 

17. A method according to Claim 16. wherein hydrogen is contained in the feeding gas, the cooling gas 
20 or both. 

18. A method according to Claim 16 or 17, wherein the gaseous carbon compound is contained in the 
feeding gas. the cooling gas or both thereof. 

19. A method according to Claim 16. 17 or 18. wherein the gaseous carbon compound is a hydrocarbon 
or a hydrocarbon containing oxygen, nitrogen or halogen in the molecule. 

25 20. A method according to Claim 16. 17. 18 or 19. wherein an inert gas is contained in the feeding gas, 
the cooling gas or both thereof. 

21. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 20. wherein an oxidative gas is contained in the feed 
gas, the cooling gas. or both thereof fed to the plasma jet jetted from the nozzle. 

22. A method according to Claim 21 . wherein the oxidative gas is oxygen, water, hydrogen peroxide, or 
30 carbon monoxide. 

23. A method according to any one of claims 16 to 22, wherein a direct current arc discharge is 
effected by using a carbon electrode or a tungsten electrode containing a rare earth element oxide as the 
electrode. 

24. An apparatus for a vapor deposition of diamond comprising: 

35 an electrode forming member having a first polarity comprising an enclosed body having a nozzle for 

jetting thermal plasma opened therein and a discharge gas feed pipe. 

an electrode forming member having an opposite polarity and positioned to be opposed to said nozzle 
internally of said enclosed body, 

a direct current plasma torch having a power source supply system containing a direct current source 

40 for applying a direct current voltage between said electrode of the first polarity and said electrode of the 
opposite polarity and a conductive wire, which feeds a gas through said discharge gas feed pipe between 
the electrodes to which the direct current voltage is applied, forming said gas into a thermal plasma by the 
direct current arc discharge between the electrodes and jetting the thermal plasma formed as a plasma jet 
through said nozzle. 

45 a starting gas feeding system for feeding gaseous starting compounds for vapor phase deposition to 

said plasma jet, 

a non-equilibrium plasma forming means containing a cooling gas supply means having cooling gas 
jetting nozzles arranged near said nozzle of said plasma torch for blowing the cooling gas against said 
plasma jet to quench the thermal plasma and forming an active non-equilibrium plasma containing at least 
so radical products formed by a radicalization of the starting compounds for vapor phase deposition fed to the 
plasma jet and having a high concentration of radicals, and 

a substrate supporting mechanism for supporting the substrate in the above non-equilibrium plasma 
and permitting a thermal plasma chemical vapor deposition film to be deposited in a vapor phase on said 
substrate. 

55 25. A method for a vapor deposition of a diamond film by effecting an arc discharge by a DC plasma 
torch having a cathode and an anode while feeding a discharge gas between the cathode and the anode 
and irradiating the plasma jet formed onto a substrate to be treated to form diamond on said substrate to be 
treated, which comprises using at least two plasma torches, forming a gas with a higher discharge voltage 
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into a plasma in one torch, forming a reactive gaseous carbon compound with a lower discharge voltage 
into a plasma in the remaining torch and permitting both plasmas to impinge as a jet onto the substrate, to 
thereby form diamond thereon. 

26. A method according to Claim 25, wherein the gas with the higher discharge voltage is hydrogen, 
s 27. A method according to Claim 25 or 26. wherein the gaseous carbon compound is a hydrocarbon or 
a hydrocarbon containing oxygen, nitrogen, or halogen in the molecule. 

28. A method for a vapor deposition of diamond according to claim 25, wherein a plurality of plasma 
torches are provided, and comprising 

permitting a plurality of plasma jets generated from the plasma torches to be mutually allowed to 
io impinge on each other to form a carbon source into plasma in said plasma jets to form diamond. 

29. A method according to Claim 28. wherein a plurality of plasma torches are used, a carbon 
compound is formed into a plasma, a plurality of plasma jets are mutually impinged on each other, and this 
plasma is quenched in said plasma jets and irradiated on a substrate to prepare a uniform and smooth 
diamond film on the substrate. 

30. A method for a vapor deposition of diamond, comprising the steps of: 

forming a discharge gas by arc discharge and a starting material containing at least a gaseous carbon 
compound into a thermal plasma; 

jetting the thermal plasma as a plasma jet and 

quenching the plasma jet to deposit diamond on a substrate, at least the gaseous carbon compound 
20 which destabilizes said arc discharge being fed to a center of the initiation end of said plasma jet without 
passing through said arc discharge portion. 

31. A method according to Claim 30. wherein the discharge gas is hydrogen, an inert gas, or a mixture 
thereof. 

32. A method according to Claim 30 or 31, wherein the starting material contains at least one gas 
25 selected from the group consisting of hydrogen, an inert gas. and an oxidative gas. 

33. A method according to Claim 30, 31 or 32. wherein a minute amount of hydride of boron, nitrogen 
or phosphorus is contained in the plasma jet. 

34. A method according to Claim 30.31.32 or 33,wherein a diamond film is epitaxially grown on said 
substrate by permitting the plasma jet to impinge on a diamond substrate. 

30 35. An apparatus according to claim 24.wherem the direct current plasma torch comprises an external 
electrode for forming an enclosed body, and an internal electrode extending through the external electrode 
and electrically insulated, said external electrode having a discharge gas feed inlet and jetting nozzle 
opened, therein the side face of the end portion of said internal electrode being near to the side face of the 
jetting nozzle of the external electrode to mutually form an arc discharge surface, the starting gas feed hole 

35 extending along the center axis of the internal electrode and being opened at the center of the end surface 
at the end portion of the internal electrode. 

36. An apparatus according to Claim 35, wherein the electrode is a tungsten electrode to which a rare 
earth element oxide or carbon electrode is added. 

37. An apparatus according to claim 24, wherein the direct current plasma torch, comprises an enclosed 
40 body provided with a discharge gas, a feed pipe of a starting gas and a direct current source conductive 

wire and having a nozzle for jetting a plasma jet opened therein, characterized in that a plurality of nozzles 
are opened, the inner walls of the respective nozzles form electrodes the same polarity, and a plurality of 
electrodes having an opposite polarity are positioned internally of the enclosed body and opposed to the 
inner walls of the respective nozzles. 

45 38. A hot plasma jet generating device comprising an enclosed body provided with a discharge gas 
introducing pipe, an introducing pipe of a starting gas or a gas conveying solid particles and a direct current 
source and conductive wire and having a nozzle for jetting a hot plasma jet opened, characterized in that a 
plural number of nozzles are opened therein, the inner walls of the respective nozzles form electrodes of 
the same polarity respectively, and a plural number of electrodes having the other polarity are positioned 

so internally of the enclosed body so as to be opposed to the inner walls of the respective nozzles. 
39. A method for vapor deposition of diamond, comprising the steps of: 
using a plural number of plasma torches, 
permitting a plural number of hot plasma jets to mutually impinge on each other to form a carbon 
source into plasma in said plasma jets to form diamond. 

55 40. A plasma jetting device for forming a starting gas into hot plasma by arc discharge comprising an 
external electrode for forming an enclosed body, and an internal electrode extending through the external 
electrode with electrical insulation, said external electrode having a discharge gas introducing hole and 
jetting nozzle opened, said internal electrode having the side face of the end portion being approximate to 
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the side face of the jetting nozzle of the external electrode to mutually form an arc discharge surface, the 
starting gas introducing hole extending along the center axis of the internal electrode being opened at the 
center of the end surface at the end portion of the internal electrode. 
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